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Profassors Crow, ¥orton and myself: have discussesd on a nouwder of
cccasions whether the nost zztizfaciory pasis of the tesching ol genstics
to mdical undergraduztes would not be the establishment of a uniform re-
guirement, or et lsast{ strong encouragsmosnt, fcr this courss as a pre-
royuiaits to edmission. An opportuaity foo this muy ariss if, zs I under-~
stand i5 contemplated, the Zoology Dsporimeni'e coursse in exbryology will
be raduced from five to three hours., We realize that any atsp such a2s this
should be uniartzien cautiously snd this lettsr is merely a prelimlnery
notice and not yel & studlizd conciusics.

while Jdiscussing this bhowever we wondered if thers might ncl be soms
guasi-sclentifie approach ts the gusstion of cpilmum prs-reguisites. 1
had in mind a statistical analysis of ths last five or six ysars msdical
classes tu establish what correlatlon, if any, thsre might bz bstmsan the
elective courses that had heen teken by admitted simdsnis and their per-
formance in madicaul schoel., This wonld include genstics but would by no
means be linitsd tc it. #p realize that there would bs great hazards In
too detulled un irterpretation of ths results, but if no such study exists
it might be wortn wiille &t least to collsct ths facts., Uines the bulk of
students 2t the medical school ars graduates of the University of #iscon-
sin, we are in a faversble position hers to conduct such a study.

It §s not altogether unlikely that such studiss hzve teen made and
I hope that you can refer ms to them if that is the case. Another cbvious
tack would be to poll the students themselves with regard tc their retro-
spective opinions on the value of those undergraduate college elsctivss
they had- taken and the ones they wish thsy had,

Yours sincersly,

Joshua Yederberg
Chairman, Department of ¥edical Genetics
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